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Since its first report in 1991, conventional laparoscopic surgery has become a standard procedure for a colon resection worldwide [1] . Various novel techniques, such as Notes, single-port laparoscopic surgery, and robot-assisted laparoscopic surgery, have been are introduced and the scopes of their activities have been increasing.
Currently, hand-assisted laparoscopic surgery (HALS) is employed in three scenarios. First, HALS is accepted as an alternative to conventional laparoscopic surgery. Second, HALS is used for a transient period of training as a stepping-stone to conventional laparoscopic surgery proficiency. Lastly, some surgeons specifically use this technique for more complex cases. HALS is not a popular technique in Korea. Most laparoscopic surgeons in Korea believe that HALS is an unnecessary procedure or is not different from open surgery. Because HALS requires the surgeon's hand to be put in the patient's abdominal cavity, this type of operation is thought to violate the minimally invasive concept of conventional laparoscopic surgery. Thus, most Korean surgeons use HALS in the 2nd and 3rd scenarios described above. However, surgeons who prefer HALS assert that this procedure has the advantages of both open and conventional laparoscopic surgery. A report by Yang et al. [2] , as well as many other reports in the literature, agree that HALS retains the short-term benefits of conventional laparoscopic surgery, such as smaller incision, lesser pain, faster recovery, and shorter hospital stay. Besides, if the surgeon who seldom perform HALS, it is hard to obtain its
